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Executive summary

Sokratis Giolias was a former radio journalist and TV editor who started his news blog Troktiko in 2007.7 Tt soon
became one of the most popular news sources in Greece. On 19 July 2010, two assailants in police uniforms shot
and killed Giolias in front of his house. Eight days later, the terrorist group, Sect of Revolutionaries, claimed
responsibility for the murder. Despite this claim, no one has ever been charged with the murder. Worryingly, time
to bring the perpetrators to justice is running out. Under Greek law, the period in which the case of the murder of
Sokratis Giolias can be brought to court expires in 2030; after that the authorities will no longer be able to hold
anyone responsible for the murder.?

The official investigation progressed only marginally beyond the collection of evidence in the first days after the
murder. Within ten hours after the murder, the Criminal Investigative Division of the Athens police announced
it had linked 16 bullet casings found at the crime site to the exact same weapon previously used in attacks by the
Sect of Revolutionaries. The case was subsequently transferred to the Anti-Terrorism Unit of the Greek police.
The Unit did not find significant evidence beyond the ballistic analysis and after thirteen years, no one has been

arrested for the murder.

Giolias’ murder and the subsequent impunity profoundly impacted the Greek media landscape. Troktiko was
one of the most well-read news blogs in Greece at the time, often covering news events real-time. The murder
caused widespread safety concerns among journalists and other news bloggers in Greece. While the case is often
dismissed as a press freedom matter, due to concerns in the Greek media sector about Troktiko’s journalistic
standards, our findings underline its relevance to the safety of journalists in Greece today. The persistentimpunity
in his case is indicative of a pattern of poor investigative standards applied to solving crimes against journalists
that continues to impact the Greek journalist community. The impunity for his murder and that of journalist
Giorgios Karaivaz in 2021, and also police violence against, and surveillance of, journalists, are all reasons why

Greece scores so abominably on the press freedom index. It is ranked the lowest of all EU Member States.?

Inlight of theimpact of the case on press freedom, A Safer World for the Truth conducted ayear-long investigation
into the murder. The goal was to reconstruct the official investigation into the case and discover why it stagnated.
By analyzing witness testimonies, case files and news reports, we found a pattern of inaction and inadequate

investigation. As a result of our investigation, we present the following findings:

First, our investigation reveals how far-reaching the chilling effect of the murder was. Both witnesses and
journalists approached for this investigation indicated that the murder not only altered their perception of what
they could cover as journalists, they also stated that even talking about the case is dangerous. Several crucial
witnesses explicitly stated this fear as the reason for their refusal to speak with our investigators, even thirteen

years after the crime.

Second, there were crucial omissions and delays in the early stage of the official investigation. The police failed to
analyze the content of Giolias’ devices, or record his wife's witness testimony until three years after the murder.
They also failed to respond to requests by Cypriot police authorities to offer evidence. When several of these
omissions were publicized in Greek magazine Hot Doc in 2013, no investigative body was held accountable and

several omissions still persist today.

1 The blog remains available at: http://troktiko.blogspot.com/
2 Art. 111 (2a) of the Greek Criminal Code
3 Seethe Press Freedom Index by Reporters without Borders: https://rsf.org/en/country/greece



Third, our analysis reveals that the investigation was impeded by tunnel vision and a lack of pursuit of (new)
leads. After the investigation was renewed in 2014, in response to the 2013 publication, the police investigation
focused onverifying hypotheses initiated in the Greek media. The case files seen by A Safer World for the Truth do
not show evidence that other hypotheses were pursued. Also, important leads, such as the relationship between
Giolias and a senior police official, Manolis Sfakianakis, remain under-investigated. Testimonies deemed
convincing by the Supreme Court of Greece, identify Sfakianakis as the person who told Giolias of an impending
police raid, which was supposedly why Giolias opened the door to his assailants. In 2019, Sfakianakis was only
charged with breach of duty for the contact he had with Giolias in February 2010, and the case was dismissed on
technical grounds in 2020.

Fourth, the entire investigation lacked transparency. Giolias’ family publicly lamented the lack of updates by
authorities and failure on the part of the police to provide public investigation updates beyond the first days
following the murder. Because of this, public scrutiny of the investigation was seriously hampered and the climate
of fear around the case still prevails to date.

In light of these conclusions, we reached out to the Greek authorities, specifically the public prosecutor, the
leadership of the Hellenic Police and the Minister of Citizen Protection, as well as Mr Manolis Sfakianakis,
offering them the opportunity to reply to these findings. None responded to this request.

To bring Sokratis Giolias’ killers to justice, and stop impunity for similar murders in the future, A Safer World
for the Truth recommends the following:

To the Prosecutor of the Supreme Court of Greece:

-» Transferandrenewtheinvestigation into the murder of Sokratis Giolias without delay, in order to pursue
justice before the case expires in 2030. The investigation must be adequate, impartial and prompt, and

must take into account all available evidence.

-» Requestinvestigative assistance from Europol to ensure an adequate, prompt and independent
reinvestigation into the murder of Sokratis Giolias.

-» Commission an independent evaluation of the past investigations of murders of journalists, notably
Sokratis Giolias and Giorgios Karaivaz, to critically review specific failures to investigate and any
indications of obstruction to the investigation. Such a review should also take into consideration the close
ties between police officers, media and business interests, highlighted by this case.

To the Ministry of Citizen Protection:

-» Improve access to information concerning criminal investigations, for the relatives of murdered
journalists and their legal representatives, and also the general public. Provide clarity about the status of
all open investigations into murders and serious attacks on journalists and recognize the impact impunity
for these cases has on the public faith in the judicial system and the right to access to information for Greek

citizens.



-» Develop a Criminal Investigation Procedure for crimes against journalists, to reduce impunity and
promote specialized knowledge about these crimes across police units. This Criminal Investigations
Procedure must be developed in accordance with international standards for effective investigations, such
as those specified in the Minnesota Protocol* and the Guidelines for prosecutors in cases of crimes against
journalists.® Developing a criminal Investigation Procedure for crimes against journalists, will help increase

the effectiveness of this process.

To the European Commission:

>  Monitor the implementation of these recommendations by the Greek government and track cases of
impunity for crimes against journalists, and policies for tackling this impunity. as part of the Rule of Law-
report composed for each Member State of the European Union and the monitoring of the implementation
of the 2021 Recommendation on the safety of journalists. Continue the dialogue with the Greek government
on this theme, and stimulate cooperation among Member States to address impunity for crimes against

journalists in Europe.

4 United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. 2016. The Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially
Unlawful Death; The Revised United Nations Manual on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary
Executions. https://www.ohchrorg/sites/default/files/Documents/Publications/MinnesotaProtocol.pdf.

5 UNESCO & International Association of Prosecutors. 2020. Guidelines for prosecutors on cases of crimes against journalists. https://
unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000375138.



1. Context of the murdey:
the’h‘nks betwgen mediaand
politics and crime

Democratic backsliding and attacks on the freedom of expression

According to Reporters Without Borders (RSF), for the second year in a row, Greece performed the worst of all EU-
countries in terms of press freedom, ranking 107th in the RSF Press Freedom Index.® Despite its international
commitments to press freedom, for example, in the Council of Europe’s Safety for Journalists Platform and the
Media Freedom Coalition, the domestic state of press freedom is severely impaired by several systemic threats to
press freedom, which include the failure to investigate murders of journalists, large-scale surveillance of reporters,
lack of efficient and transparent media regulation, low economic sustainability of the media and targeting of
journalists by extremist groups and by police violence.”®

To mention a few examples, in November 2021, Greek legislators approved an, now repealed, amendment to
Article 191 of Greece's criminal code, imposing a prison sentence up to three months on persons who spread “fake
news".° Meanwhile, investigations into the murder of journalists Giorgios Karaivaz and Sokratis Giolias did not

resultinjustice.’®

The encroachment on press freedom coincided with the gradual deterioration of other democratic checks and
balances in Greece. In 2022, the Varieties of Democracy Institute (V-Dem Institute) downgraded Greece from a
liberal to an electoral democracy after bastions of democracy, the legislature and the judiciary, were debilitated."
A 2023 mission by a European Parliament delegation also reported “very serious threats” to the rule of law and
raised concerns about the state of press freedom and the independence of the judiciary.’? In 2019, the Greek
government enacted the “Executive State” law (4622/2019), which brought the National Intelligence Service
(EYP), the national broadcaster ERT, and the public news agency ANA-MPA under direct Prime-Ministerial
control.”®

The most glaring example of how aggrandizement of the executive has affected journalism was the wiretapping
scandalof2022. Multipleinvestigative journalists and opposition leaders were targeted using Predator spyware.**
The Mitsotakis government admitted that the Greek secret services had bugged the phones of journalists.!® This

led to condemnation in the European Parliament and reports by the EU Committee of Inquiry, investigating

6  Reporters Without Borders. 2023. Press Freedom Index. https.//rsforg/en/index.

7 Reporters Without Borders. 2023. Press Freedom Index. https.//rsforg/en/index.

8  Human Rights Watch. 2021. Greece: Alleged ‘Fake News’ Made a Crime.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/11/17/greece-alleged-fake-news-made-crime

9  The Committee to Protect Journalists. 2021. New Greek criminal code amendment threatens journalists with jail for spreading false’
information.
https://cpj.org/2021/12/new-greek-criminal-code-amendment-threatens-journalists-with-jail-for-spreading-false-information/

10 Politico. 2022. Greece is worst EU country for media freedom, report says.
https://www.politico.eu/article/greece-worst-eu-country-for-media-freedom-in-world-press-freedom-index/.

11 Natsika, N., Nord, M., Sato, Y., Wiebrecht, F, & Lindberg, S.1. (2023). Defiance in the Face of Autocratization. Democracy Report 2023.

12 Euractiv (8 March 2023). EU Parliament mission: Rule of law in Greece faces ‘very serious threats’. https://www.euractiv.com/section/
politics/news/eu-parliament-mission-rule-of-law-in-greece-faces-very-serious-threats/

13 Natsika, N., Nord, M., Sato, Y., Wiebrecht, F, & Lindberg, S.1. (2023). Defiance in the Face of Autocratization. Democracy Report 2023.

14 Euractiv. 2022. Greek ‘Watergate': Mitsotakis’ authoritarianism cannot be tolerated anymore.
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/greek-watergate-mitsotakis-authoritarianism-cannot-be-tolerated-anymore/

15 Euractiv. 2022. Greek ‘Watergate': Mitsotakis’ authoritarianism cannot be tolerated anymore.
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/greek-watergate-mitsotakis-authoritarianism-cannot-be-tolerated-anymore/



the use of Pegasus and similar surveillance spyware in (among others) Greece.!® An audit by the Greek privacy
watchdog, instigated in response to complaints from surveilled journalists and MEPs, was initially blocked by the

Prosecutor of the Supreme Court, leading to further scandal.”

Inthe pasttwentyyears, twojournalists have been murdered in Greece: Giorgos Karaivaz and Sokratis Giolias. The
murder of the latter is at the center of this report.’® Both journalists were murdered in targeted assassinations, for
which noone hasbeen convicted yet. While, in the case of Sokratis Giolias no arrests have been made, two suspects
have been arrested for alleged involvement in the murder of Giorgios Karaivaz.'® Reporters Without Borders
(RSF) has repeatedly criticized the Greek authorities for failing to present any progress in the investigation into
Karaivaz' murder.?® The lack of results in this case, despite the availability of evidence, and the lack of attention for
the perpetrators who ordered the murder, reflect the failures in the investigation of the murder of Sokratis Giolias,
as presented in this report.? The fact that justice has not been delivered in these cases has had a chilling effect
on the Greek press corps.?? This was confirmed by Greek journalists who spoke with the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ) in connection with the murder of Karaivaz. One of them stated that, as long as his murder has
not been properly investigated, “we can assume that it can happen to any journalist, and sources can also assume

the same”.?®

Power dynamics and the media landscape at the time of the murder of Sokratis Giolias

Sokratis Giolias (1973 - 2010) was murdered in the wake of the Greek government debt crisis, which followed
the 2007-2008 global financial crisis. The sovereign debt crisis and its ensuing austerity reforms had profound
repercussions on Greek livelihoods and Greek politics. In the first years of the crisis, unemployment,?* poverty,2®
suicide,?® (child-)malnutrition,?” homelessness,?® all rose significantly. At the same time, support for Greece's two
main parties, the center-right New Democracy (ND) and center-left Panhellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK)
drastically declined. This became glaringly obvious during the 2015 elections, when the more radical left Syriza

16 European Parliament. 2023. Committee of Inquiry to investigate the use of Pegasus and equivalent
surveillance spyware. https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014 _2019/plmrep/
COMMITTEES/PEGA/DV/2023/05-08/REPORTcompromises_EN.pdf

17 TVXS (168 December 2022). «<Boppa» Euractiv: H EYTI mapakoiouBovoe TéMoylou kat Kuptoo. https://tvxs.gr/news/ellada/bomba-
euractiv-i-eyp-parakoloythoyse-tellogloy-kai-kyrtso

18 Committee to Protect Journalists. 2022. In Greece, reporters’ killings unsolved, critical journalists complain of growing threats.
https://cpj.org/2022/10/in-greece-reporters-killings-unsolved-critical-journalists-complain-of-growing-threats/.

19 Media Freedom Rapid Response. 2023. Greece: MFRR partners welcome first arrests over 2021 assassination of journalist Giorgos Karaivaz.
https://www.ecpmfeu/greece-mfrr-partners-welcome-arrests-over-assassination-of-giorgos-Karaivaz/; Reporters Without Borders. 2023.
Progress in investigation into Greek reporter's murder is not enough, says RSE
https://rsf.org/en/progress-investigation-greek-reporter-s-murder-not-enough-says-rsf

20 Reporters Without Borders. 202.3. Progress in investigation into Greek reporter's murder is not enough, says RSE.
https://rsf.org/en/progress-investigation-greek-reporter-s-murder-not-enough-says-rsf;

Reporters Without Borders. 2023. Greek crime reporter’'s murder — do the authorities have something to hide?
https://rsf.org/en/greek-crime-reporter-s-murder-do-authorities-have-something-hide

21 Reporters Without Borders. 202.3. Progress in investigation into Greek reporter's murder is not enough, says RSE
https://rsf.org/en/progress-investigation-greek-reporter-s-murder-not-enough-says-rsf

22 Committee to Protect Journalists. 2022. In Greece, reporters’ killings unsolved, critical journalists complain of growing threats.
https://cpj.org/2022/10/in-greece-reporters-killings-unsolved-critical-journalists-complain-of-growing-threats/.

23 Committee to Protect Journalists. 2022. In Greece, reporters’ killings unsolved, critical journalists complain of growing threats.
https://cpj.org/2022/10/in-greece-reporters-killings-unsolved-critical-journalists-complain-of-growing-threats/.

24 Eurostat. 2023. Unemployment rate - seasonally adjusted data.
https://www.google.com/publicdata/explore?ds=z807pt6rd5uqas_&ctype=1&strail=false&bcs=d&nselm=h&met_y=unemployment _
rate&fdim_y=seasonality:sa&scale_y=lin&ind_y=false&rdim=country_group&idim=country_group:ew:non-eu&idim=country:de:gr:es
&ifdim=country_group&tstart=410482800000&tend=1322953200000&hl=en&dl=en#!ctype=I1&strail=false§bcs=d&nselm=h&met _
y=unemployment_rate&fdim_y=seasonality:sa&scale_y=lin&ind_y=false&rdim=country_group&idim=country_group:eu:non-eu&idim=
country:de:nl&ifdim=country_group&tstart=412815600000&tend=1625004000000&hl=en_US&dl=en&ind=false

25 Eurostat. 2017. Eurostat: 1in 3 Greeks live in poverty! https://www.kontranews.
81/%ce%b1%cf9%84%ce%bl%ce%bedbce%b%ce%bdobcfr%8crce%berbce%b7%cf%84%cedbl/eurostat-1-stous-3-ellines-zoun-se-
synthikes-ftocheias/

26 Triantafyllou, K., & Angeletopoulou, C. (2011). Increased suicidality amid economic crisis in Greece. Lancet Correspondence, 378(9801),
1459-60.

27 Deutsche Welle. 2018. Greece's debt crisis leaves nation hungry.
https://www.dw.com/en/greeces-debt-crisis-leaves-nation-hungry-and-children-malnourished/a-46733130

28 Financial Times, 2012. Grim effects of austerity show on Greek streets.
https://archive.ph/20150507010831/http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/95df9026-5983-11e1-8d36-00144feabdco.
html%23axzz3ZPW797me#selection-1353.0-1553.47
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party won in alandslide victory, while the neo-fascist Golden Dawn?® moved from the fringes into the mainstream
and became Greece's third largest party.3°

At the time of Giolias’ murder, political murders and attacks were rife. Between 2007 and 2011, three groups
in particular were responsible for domestic terrorism: Revolutionary Struggle (RS); Conspiracy of Fire Nuclei
(CFN); and Sect of Revolutionaries (Sect). In 2010, two members of the far-left extremist group Conspiracy of
Fire Nuclei, bombed a courtin Athens.*' In 2010, three people were killed during anti-austerity demonstrations.2?
In 2013, an anti-fascist musician was stabbed to death by a Golden Dawn member.3® Since the murder of Sokratis
Gioliaswas claimed by the Sect of Revolutionaries, the following section will specifically discuss their background

and (claimed) attacks.

The Sect of Revolutionaries

Founded after teenager Alexandros Grigoropoulos was murdered by police during protests in December 2008, the
Sect of Revolutionaries (The Sect) was a militant group that identified with anarchistideals. The Sect conducted
its first violent attack on 3 February 2009, when three or four helmeted assailants attacked Korydallos police
station using a .32 Scorpion submachine gun and an unidentified 9mm pistol.>*?® The Sect claimed responsibility
for this attack by leaving a CD on Grigoropoulos' grave the day after the attack.®® Police officers of the Korydallos
station later stated that four people aged between 22 and 30 years old attacked the station.*”

The Sect conducted their second attack on 17 February 2009, at 07:15 pm, when four gunmen wearing motorcycle
helmets opened fire on and threw an IED (improvised explosive device) at the ALTER TV station building, using
precisely the same weapons that had been used in the attack on the police station two weeks earlier.?® The Sect
claimed responsibility for this attack two days later in a letter to newspaper Ta Nea.*® In this letter, the Sect
attacked Greek journalists as “fascists” who “manipulate our minds” and promised bigger and bloodier attacks.*®
The US Ambassador to Greece at the time noted, in aleaked diplomatic cable, that the Sect’s “hit-and-run attacks
display a level of impulsiveness and bravado at variance with the more calculated approach of the other leading

Greek terror group, Revolutionary Struggle”.

29 Seven of the 18 former Golden Dawn MPs and party members led a ‘deadly organization’ while the rest participated in the gang, according
to a guilty verdict by an Athens court. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/07/golden-dawn-leader-and-ex-mps-found-guilty-in-
landmark-trial.

30 Ministry of the Interior of the Hellenic Republic. 2015. Parliamentary Elections January 2015.
http://ekloges-prev.singularlogic.eu/v2015a/v/public/index.
html?lang=en#%7B%22cls%22:%22level%22,%22params%22:%7B%22level%22:%22epik%22,%22id%22:1%7D%7D

31 Reuters. 2010. Greek guerrilla group claims Athens court blast
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-greece-bomb-claim-idUSTRE7043HX20110105

32 The New York Times. 2010. Three Reported Killed in Greek Protests.
https://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/06 /world/europe/O6greece.html.

33 AlJazeera. 2013. Greece mourns slain anti-fascist rapper Pavlos Fyssas.
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/9/15/greece-mourns-slain-anti-fascist-rapper-pavlos-fyssas

34 US Ambassador Daniel Speckhard, leaked cable to US Secretary of State (5 February 2009). https://wikileaks.org/plusd/
cables/09ATHENS165_a.html; Newsbeast (19 July 2013). The ‘silence’ of ‘Sehta’ three years after the assassination of Giolias [translated].
https://www.newsbeast.gr/society/arthro/560418/i-sigi-tis-sehtas-tria-hronia-meta-ti-dolofonia-giolia

35 Newsbeast (22 October 2014). Criminal prosecution against strangers four years after the murder. https://www.newsbeast.gr/society/
arthro/745888/poiniki-dioxi-kata-agnoston-tessera-hronia-meta-ti-dolofonia-giolia.

36 Newsbeast (22 October 2014). Criminal prosecution against strangers four years after the murder. https://www.newsbeast.gr/society/
arthro/745888/poiniki-dioxi-kata-agnoston-tessera-hronia-meta-ti-dolofonia-giolia; US Ambassador Daniel Speckhard, leaked cable to US
Secretary of State. https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/09ATHENS165 _a.html.

37 Vasilios G. Lambropoulos (25 July 2020). A “Cuckoo” did not bring “Sehta” [translated]. https://web.archive.org/web/20100728230517/
http://www.tovima.gr:80/default.asp?pid =2&artid=345136&ct=32&dt=25/07/2.010.

38 Newsbeast (22 October 2014). Criminal prosecution against strangers four years after the murder. https://www.newsbeast.gr/society/
arthro/745888/poiniki-dioxi-kata-agnoston-tessera-hronia-meta-ti-dolofonia-giolia; US Ambassador Daniel Speckhard, leaked cable to
US Secretary of State. https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/09ATHENS165_a.html; Newsbeast (19 July 2013). The ‘silence’ of ‘Sehta’ three
years after the assassination of Giolias [translated].

39 Newsbeast (22 October 2014). Criminal prosecution against strangers four years after the murder. https://www.newsbeast.gr/society/
arthro/745888/poiniki-dioxi-kata-agnoston-tessera-hronia-meta-ti-dolofonia-giolia; US Ambassador Daniel Speckhard, leaked cable to US
Secretary of State (26 February 2009). https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/09ATHENS248 _a.html.

40 Newsbeast (22 October 2014). Criminal prosecution against strangers four years after the murder. https://www.newsbeast.gr/society/
arthro/745888/poiniki-dioxi-kata-agnoston-tessera-hronia-meta-ti-dolofonia-giolia; US Ambassador Daniel Speckhard, leaked cable to US
Secretary of State (26 February 2009). https://wikileaks.org/plusd/cables/09ATHENS248 _a.html.

41 US Ambassador Daniel Speckhard, leaked cable to US Secretary of State (26 February 2009). https://wikileaks.org/plusd/
cables/09ATHENS248_a.html.



The Sect remained quiet until 19 June 2009, when three people wearing motorcycle helmets assassinated anti-
terrorismpolice officer, Nektarios Savvas, whowas guardingawitnessinalegal caseagainstanothermilitantgroup
atthetime.*? Savvaswasonguardinhisvehicle outside thehome of thewitnesswhenhewasshotat24 timesbytwo
9mm pistols, one of whichwas anautomatic.** Theattackhappened at 06:20 am, right after Savvas'’shift started.**
Just two hours later, at 08:18 am, newspaper Ta Nea reported that the 9mm shell casings left at the scene linked
the attack to the Sect.*s Again, The Sect claimed responsibility by means of an announcement in Ta Nea.*® The
Sect did not reappear until the attack on Giolias, which it only claimed eight days after the attack. All previous
attacks were claimed within one to three days, raising questions about the authenticity of the letter and claim.

Political, financial and criminal entanglement with the media

Greece's media landscape has always been permeated by politics,*” but the 2009 economic crisis in Greece further
eroded the socioeconomic conditions necessary for quality journalism in Greece. The media sector shrank and
many media were forced to scale down or cease operations entirely.*® This had a significant effect on the way
news was produced and consumed, as was illustrated by the steep rise in popularity of blogs like Giolias’ Troktiko.
Moreover, due to the decrease in revenues, Greek media increasingly turned to private funders, including those
with political ties. Unsurprisingly, partisan bias within mass media, and self-censorship under journalists, all
grew in the wake of the crisis.*® These effects remained visible after the crisis had abated. For example, in 2019,
then opposition party, New Democracy, barred its Members of Parliament (MPs) from being interviewed by the
public broadcaster, citing the broadcaster’s political bias.5® Meanwhile, Syriza, the ruling party, boycotted the

largest news broadcaster, SKAI, because of its critical coverage of Syriza's management of wildfires in Attica.*

The level of trust in Greece's media is among the lowest in Europe: around a third of the public trusts the news
they themselves consume.®® Digital News Report, which develops media landscape reports on Greece every
year, explains this low level of trust: “Decades of corruption, undue political and business influences, and their
targeting by left- and right-wing populist parties have resulted in the media being widely distrusted by Greeks”. 52

A common concern is that the media is too close to politicians and security services, and their reporting on the
same appears to be partisan.5* Reuters reported that Greece has far more newspapers, and radio and television
stations per capita than other EU countries, many of them primarily used as “press offices for business groups”.5®
According to the publication by Reuters, the Athens Union for Journalists, ESIEA obtained a list of members who
also work for the government, which is against ESIEA’s policies. After protests from members who appeared on

the list, Greek officials refused to allow publication of the list citing privacy concerns.®® This led Dimitris Trimis,

42 TheIndependent (18 June 2009). Greek terrorists shoot officer guarding witness. https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/
greek-terrorists-shoot-officer-guarding-witness-1707915.html.

43 TaNea (19 June 2009). The Rebel Sect behind the killing of the Anti-Terrorism police officer. https://www.tanea.gr/2009/06/17/greece/i-
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the union’s president at the time, to state: “There is a triangle of political powers, economic powers and media
owners, and nobody can tell who has the upper hand. ... It starts from the top, between the minister and the

publisher, and it trickles down to the press office and the journalist. It's a pyramid”.’

The murder of journalist Georgios Karaivaz on 9 April 2021, in a mafia-style execution, also illustrates the
dangerous entanglement between police and organized crime.5® Karaivaz focused on this relationship in his
journalistic work, in the wake of a 2015 - 2017 National Intelligence Service's (EYP) investigation that led to the
prosecution of 19 (former) police officers and lawyers for ties with Greek mafia.®® In January 2023, all the accused
were declared innocent by the Court of Misdemeanors. The criminal case is still ongoing.®® The case, based
largely on the EYP investigation, demonstrates continuing ties between Greek police and organized crime.®
Several high-ranking officers with years of experience in the Anti-Terrorism and Security service were involved in
the case, which revolved largely around Dimitris Malamas, known as “the treasurer” of the Greek Mafia, who was
murdered in 2020.52

The following sections examine the murder of Sokratis Giolias in this context by outlining the events of the
murder, its immediate aftermath and the steps followed in the official police investigation. Chapter 2 presents
our findings about the role of Troktiko in the Greek media landscape and Giolias' role in Troktiko. In Chapter 3, we
outline the events of the day of Giolias’ murder and the steps known to have been taken by the Athens police unit
initially charged with the murder. Their evidence formed the basis for the direction of the official investigation
until today. Our analysis of the main omissions and anomalies in the investigation is presented in Chapter 4.
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2. Sokratis Giolias: background
and Troktiko

Sokratis Giolias was born on 13 February 1973 in Cuxhaven, West Germany. He was the fourth of five children of
Greek migrants to Germany, and returned to Greece in 1978 with his mother, brothers and sister. After journalism

school, he started covering sports issues for a small radio station.®?

Giolias’ professional career in journalism started when he was approached by a woman who made a serious
allegation against an sports official. Wanting a bigger audience for the story, Giolias approached Makis
Triantafyllopoulos, a well-known journalist and TV presenter at the time.®* Triantafyllopoulos liked Giolias’
reporting and offered him a position in his team. Giolias worked alongside Triantafyllopoulos for almost two
decades, rising to the position of editor-in-chief in TV shows such as Kitrinos Typos [Yellow Press] and Zougla

[Jungle], two of the most popular TV shows in Greece.®®

The successful collaboration between Triantafyllopoulos and Giolias ended in 2008 when the latter quit his job.
leading them into an irresolvable conflict that would last until Giolias’ death.®® After Giolias stopped working for
Triantafyllopoulos, an online war broke out between Zougla.gr (run by Triantafyllopoulos) and Giolias’ Troktiko-
blog, with several personal attacks and allegations coming from both sides. The personal and public conflict
between Giolias and Triantafyllopoulos.®” After his resignation, in addition to his anonymous contributions
to Troktiko, Giolias first took a job as advisor to media mogul Dimitris Kontominas and also worked as general

manager of radio station ‘Thema 98.9’, part of newspaper Proto Thema.®®

The birth of Troktiko: an online phenomenon

Together with colleague Manos Niflis, Giolias launched the blog, Troktiko, in 2007, while still employed by Makis
Triantafyllopoulos. The name means ‘Rodent’ in Greek.®® Troktiko quickly became a major success, reporting over
1.5 million views per day; it significantly increased the speed of news coverage of current affairs across the Greek
media landscape.” Many of its posts covered public interest news, and it was often one of the first to come with
footage of the latest news. Giolias, Niflis and the other writers contributed to Troktiko anonymously, common

practice for contributors to Greek blogs at the time.”

Troktiko's function and main selling point was that it covered the news in real-time. A former employee used
the word ‘now’ to describe Sokratis Giolias: “There were times that if you were 1 or 2 seconds late he would go
crazy. He wanted, if possible, to publish what happened right at the moment that it was happening,” he said.” Our
investigators spoke with a professional journalist, on condition that he remain anonymous, given the sensitivity

of the case. He gave the example of an incident in March 2010, when a teenager from Afghanistan was killed by a
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Screenshot of the homepage of Troktiko, covering the news of the murder of Sokratis Giolias
on 19 July 2010

bomb explosion in Athens. Within a few minutes, not only did Troktiko have the news online but was the first to
publish photos from the scene.”

Troktiko reached millions of visits at a time when social media were not as established, and most Greek users’
phones had no access to the internet.” According to journalist Kostas Vaxevanis, “a blog run by a small team of
people [note: eight] managed to have 1.5 million visits a day, when large publishing conglomerates combined,
could not even sell 300,000 newspaper copies per week”.” The speed at which Troktiko covered events was a
result of citizens sending photos, video and allegations and encouraged them to keep doing so. Former employees
said that they would, on occasion, get over 50,000 emails per day, including emails from politicians and ministers
who, seeking future positive coverage for themselves or negative coverage for their opponents, were willing to
provide information.” Journalists, active during Troktiko’s peak, told our investigators that the blog had “the
fastest reflexes”, leading professional reporters to constantly refresh Troktiko’s news feed to catch up on updates
of the day.

Its style of reporting also led to controversy around Troktiko. After Giolias’ murder, several Greek media outlets
wrote about enemies that he had allegedly made as a result of the reports on Troktiko. They accused him of
engaging in blackmail via the blog.”” Former newspaper Eleftherotypia listed examples of regular announcements
on the blog concerning pending major “revelations” about businessmen or politicians. The revelations were never
posted, and coverage on the person in question suddenly became more positive after a couple of days.” This
type of reporting indicated blackmail and led to complaints, resulting in Google temporarily shutting down the
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blog.”® After Giolias’ murder, online news site Newsbomb.gr released photos of a contract between Giolias and
businessman Petros Kyriakides and raised questions about the payment of over 700,000 euros for two weeks
of employment.®® Over time, these scandals have come to overshadow the case, leading authorities and media
to dismiss the implications of the case for press freedom in Greece. The following sections present our findings
concerning the investigation into Giolias’ murder, outlining the impact impunity in his case had on the Greek

media landscape.
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3. The Assqssjnation of
Sokratis Giolias

Before presenting our findings on the official investigation into the murder, this chapter outlines the main events
of the days leading up to the murder of Sokratis Giolias and immediately thereafter. For the chronology of the
murder, we rely on witness testimonies, internal police documents, depositions, multiple newspaper articles and
Troktiko's blog posts. Following our investigation, we reached out to the Greek authorities, specifically the public
prosecutor, the leadership of the Hellenic Police and the Minister of Citizen Protection, as well as Mr Manolis
Sfakianakis, to offer them the opportunity to address these findings. None of them provided a response to this

request.

OnFriday16 July2010, Sokratis Gioliasreceived a phone call fromahigh-ranking police officer.® The officer advised
him to “be careful during the following days”. This police officer was later identified as Manolis Sfakianakis, then
head of the Cyber Crime Unit of the Greek Police.®? According to testimonies given to the authorities after Giolias’
murder, Sfakianakis regularly warned Gioias in advance of impending visits by the authorities in relation to posts
published by Troktiko.®® According to these witnesses, Giolias interpreted Sfakianakis’ phone call on the 16 July
as awarning of another possible police raid on his home, which Sfakianakis had previously warned him about, in

relation to complaints made to the police against Troktiko.®*

According to online news site Real News, Giolias received a message the same day from Spilios Zacharapoulous, a
friend and former coach of his, warning him to be careful.®® After the murder, Giolias' lawyer, Giannis Marakakis,
declared publicly that Giolias had increasingly been receiving threats in the two years prior.®® Our investigators
did not find any information to suggest that he reported these threats to the police.

In the morning of 19 July 2010, at approximately 05:20 am, three unidentified assailants, dressed in police
uniforms, rang the doorbell of Giolias’ building in a southern suburb of Athens. The attackers told Giolias that
his car was being stolen, supposedly to lure him out of his house.®” As soon as Giolias opened the door, two of the

attackers shot him 16 times using 9mm parabellum bullets from two pistols.®® Sokratis Giolias died instantly.

Immediate aftermath of the murder

The news of the murder was made public around 7:00 am. Giolias’ blog Troktiko was one of the first to announce
the crime.®® Around the same time, the Criminal Investigation Division (AAA/A.E.Z.1./DEPARTMENT 1)
of the Athens police announced it had found a burned out, dark-coloured Honda Civic Sedan car, license plate
YKA 5889, presumably the get-away vehicle used in the assassination.®® According to police records, the car was
reported stolen on Saturday 17 July 2010 in Alimos.** At this point, police identified the assassination as “a mafia-

style hit related to unfinished business”.??
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Location of the murder of Sokratis Giolias.

At around 08:00 am, Giolias’ former boss Makis Triantafyllopoulos, insisted that the attack was not mafia
related.®® Giolias’ lawyer, Giannis Marakakis, appeared in a television interview stating that Giolias had been
receiving threats in the last three years of his life and that the police “will find answers in Sokratis’ files”.%

The Criminal Investigation Division of the Hellenic Police announced it found 16 9mm parabellum caliber shell
casings at the crime scene, fired from two weapons.®® According to the ballistic analysis, 13 of the 16 bullets were
fired from the exact same weapon that was previously used in the assassination of police officer Nektarios Savvas
in June 2010. 3 of the 16 bullets were fired by the same weapon used in the assassination of Savvas, and in armed
attacks against Korydallos police station and ALTER TV in February 2009.°¢ Although the exact type of weapon
used in the attack had not yet been made public, the day after the murder, weekly publication, To Vima, reported
that a Glock 17 had been used,®” which was reiterated on the website, The Paper, in 2014.°®

After linking the weapons to the Sect of Revolutionaries within 10 hours after the assassination, the case was
transferred to the Anti-Terrorist Division of the Greek Police.®® A day later, on the 20th of July, the unit held a
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The burnt out get-away car. Source: To Vima

press conference giving new information about the investigation, revealing that witness testimony suggested
that a motorcyclist had been watching the journalist’s house during the ten days leading up to the murder.'°® The
police also announced they were looking for evidence to determine whether five individuals previously linked to
(but not convicted for) attacks by the Sect of Revolutionaries were responsible for the murder.** Police announced
they were examining Giolias’ publications, and looking into the threats made against him. The police also noted

that they were awaiting a public declaration from the Sect claiming the murder.?°

Just eight days after the murder, on the 27th of July, newspaper Ta Nea received the declaration, signed by the
Sect of Revolutionaries.’® The letter criticized several well-known journalists, and included threats against police
officers, prosecutors, prison officials and social workers.'** Looking at this declaration and theimmediate response
to the murder, it is clear that Giolias’ murder had a profound impact on Greek journalists and their perception of
their safety. In the letter in which the Sect claimed his killing, they alleged that he would be “the first of several
prominent journalists and publishers to be targeted”.!® It also stated: “Giolias was one of the many prominent
journalists we collected information about their homes, their vehicles, their security, their favorite hangouts,
restaurants, even where they play tennis”.°¢ In the days after the murder, the ministry of Civic Protection reported
that, in response to the killing, the police had received several requests for protection from journalists.’*” The
lasting intimidatory effect of this case is also evident from witnesses’ continued reluctance to speak about the
case even today. Several of the journalists that A Safer World for the Truth interviewed in preparation for this
investigation, strongly warned against pursuing certain leads and indicated that they had not touched the case

because of security concerns.
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4. Silence and inaction:
the official investigation

The police investigation into the murder of Sokratis Giolias was opened on the morning of his death and
officially remains open to date. In the past thirteen years, there have been no convictions for the murder. Through
an examination of the case files, news reports and interviews, A Safer World for the Truth finds that crucial
omissions in the investigation persist, and that authorities have failed to provide transparency about the course
of the investigation and the lack of justice in the case. These issues have persisted over the past thirteen years,
during which time the case has been under the mandate of twelve different ministers of Citizen Protection,
belonging to the parties PASOK (2010-2012), New Democracy (2012-2015 and 2019-now) and Syriza (2015-
2.019) respectively. The course of action in Giolias’ case is repeated in more recent cases such as the murder of
reporter Giorgios Karaivaz, and profoundly impacts journalists’ perception of safety and justice. Moreover, time
is running out. Under Greek law, the statute of limitations applicable to the case expires in 2030, at which point
authorities will no longer be able to hold anyone responsible for the murder.'®

Up to 2013: omissions and undue delay

Following the publication by the Sect, the first years after the murder of Sokratis Giolias were marked by silence
fromthe police and authorities and crucial omissions in the evidence collection. In 2013, several of these omissions
were discovered and were publicized in the Greek magazine Hot Doc. These omissions included the failure to
analyze Giolias’ devices, failure to obtain a testimony from his wife, and the failure to respond to a Cypriot request
for mutual assistance.’*® Our investigation confirms that several of these omissions have still not been resolved to
date, and no (police) authorities have been held accountable for the steps they failed to take in the investigation.

Most strikingly, the police never sought to obtain, and therefore never analyzed, Giolias’ mobile devices.® Despite
the police’s commitment on 20 July 2010 to investigate the potential link between Giolias’ murder, his work
and the threats he received before his death, these crucial sources of evidence were seemingly never explored.
Our investigators found indications that, until today, they remain in private ownership.™* This is particularly
problematic in investigations concerning the murder of a journalist, in which investigating the (potential) link
between the journalist’'s work and their murder is often not (exhaustively) investigated. In case of Giolias’ murder,
examining his mobile devices might have presented a strong line of inquiry; these devices could contain solid
evidence regarding threats received before the murder and potential connections with his journalistic work."?

Another crucial omission, as reported by Hot Doc in 2013, concerns the delays before interviewing one of the most
important eye witnesses: Giolias’ wife Adamantia Giolias. She had seen the attackers from the balcony, and could
have contributed unique and crucial witness testimony. Yet, by August 2013, three years after the murder, she had

still not been formally interviewed beyond her brief statement in the immediate aftermath of the murder.** Only in
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March 2014, after the publication in Hot Doc, it was reported that she had been called in again by police to provide
testimony for the renewed investigation.*

Another crucial opportunity for obtaining additional evidence was missed when Greek police officers did
not respond to requests for collaboration from the Cypriot police. The Cypriots had identified a link between
an assassination in the popular tourist destination Ayia Napa in 2012, and the murder of Giolias."® The
assassination in Ayia Napa took place on 23 June 2012, when five bodyguards of a prominent businessman were
executed by a professional hitman. The Cypriot police identified two Greek suspects in their investigation; they
were subsequently extradited by the Greek authorities. The Greek authorities confirmed that one of them had
previously been identified as a member of the Sect, yet after extradition of the suspects, the Greek police did not
take action. According to Hot Doc, the Cypriot authorities obtained testimony that linked one of the suspects of
the attack in Ayia Napa to the murder of Giolias, confirming that the shooter had conducted contract killings
before. The Cypriot prosecutor subsequently reached out to the investigative authorities in Greece, including the
Anti-Terrorist Unit tasked with the investigation into the murder of Sokratis Giolias. Despite eleven requests in 8

months, the Greek police did not respond."®

Investigations into the Sect of Revolutionaries: 2009 - 2011

The passive attitude regarding the information from the Cypriot authorities adds to the mystery surrounding
the unsuccessful police investigations into the Sect. Despite having apparently collected extensive information
concerningthe attacks committed by the Sect, follow-up investigations failed toidentify any individuals involved in
the murder of Sokratis Giolias. The following section outlines the interaction between the ongoing investigations
into the Sect as awhole, and the unsuccessful pursuit of Sokratis Giolias’ killers.

Even before Giolias’ murder, the Anti-Terrorist Unit of the Greek police had already been watching the Sect
closely.” During the summer of 2009, after the first three attacks by the Sect, three security operations were
carried out to arrest people suspected of having connections with the Sect."® Furthermore, widespread and long-
term wiretapping of individuals suspected of being involved with the Sect, led to several arrests.®After these
operations in 2009, the police reported that it believed the Sect had been disbanded and that their weapons had

vanished.'?®

In 2010, after the murder of Giolias, several members of dominant militant groups such as Revolutionary
Struggle (RS) and Conspiracy of Fire Nuclei (CFN) were arrested.'? This again led police officers to state that
the Sect had disappeared; they now claimed that critical indications had been given that the Sect had originated
from (arrested) members of CFN.*?? Throughout 2010 and 2011, police officers uncovered a number of major
hideouts of Revolutionary Struggle and Conspiracy of Fire Nuclei. In December 2010 for example, police arrested

six individuals for their involvement in CFN. One individual, Christos Politis, was also charged with involvement
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in the Sect.’?® In the raids on various hideouts following the arrests, police confiscated multiple pistols and guns,
and linked them to the weapons shown in the photo sent by the Sect to claim Giolias’ murder.’** After the same
December 2010 raids, police further leaked that, for the previous 45 days, they had been carrying out 24-hour
surveillance of the phones of ten members of the Sect.'?

So, on multiple occasions between 2009 and 2011, both before and after the murder of Giolias, police were quick
to claim that, due to their actions, the Sect had been disbanded.'?® Despite these claims, to date no members of the
Sect have been convicted for involvement in the murder of Sokratis Giolias. In the public discourse about the case,
concerns have been raised as to whether the Sect was used as a cover-up for the true perpetrators behind Giolias’
assassination. Besides this accusation, there were theories that the Sect was not a truly ideological organization,
but rather a loosely organized group with close ties to organized crime.’?” During a meeting in November 2009
between Minister for Civil Protection, Michalis Chrysochoidis, and the US Ambassador to Greece, Chrysochoidis
stated that the Sect were “assassins without ideology” who “hate society”.'?® A source inside anarchist networks
who, because he feared for his safety, talked to our investigators on condition of anonymity, said that within the
anarchist networks at the time it was understood that there were indeed core members of the Sect with very close
ties to criminals. He deemed it feasible that the Sect was either hired by, or collaborated with, another party in the
murder of Giolias. The source mentioned: “Everybody has heard the rumors about Triantafyllopoulos ordering

the killing, but the understanding is more that Giolias blackmailed someone he should not have. He took it too far.”

In October 2014, officers of the Anti-Terrorism Unit reiterated their belief that the reason the Sect had gone quiet
since the assassination of Giolias was as a result of the arrests of key members of the Conspiracy of Fire Nuclei
(CFN).222 Police allege that at least three members of CFN and one other wanted individual were members of both
terrorist organizations."*® Seemingly coming back to this claim, on 20 October 2014, the Anti-Terrorism Unit
sent four boxes of materials and case files of the four attacks carried out by the Sect between 2009 and 2010, to
prosecutor Eleni Touloupaki, who pressed criminal charges against unidentified members of the Sect.**

Between January and March 2015, police arrested various members of terrorist group CFN. Police officers linked
several of the arrested individuals to the Sect of Revolutionaries, but did not provide proof of this.**? One of those
arrested is referred to as ‘Jason’, who police stated was involved in the assassination of Nektarios Savvas and
Sokratis Giolias.** According to press reports, thousands of decoded electronic notes reveal serious indications
of Jason's participation in the murders carried out by the Sect. Police officers stated that they were hopeful they
would soon be able to convert these notes into evidence.'* Police never managed to connect those arrested at that

time with the actions of the Sect or with their weapons, which were never found.
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Locations of the attacks claimed by the Sect of Revolutionaries.

No charges and no alternative hypotheses

To date, all official police statements have only implicated and accused the Sect of Revolutionaries in the murder.
The official investigation was revived several times over the years, also after the 2013 publication in Hot Doc.'*® It
is therefore surprising that the only pieces of evidence that substantiate the attribution of the crime to the Sect,
are those collected in the first week after the murder. Moreover, the police has never given public notice of any
investigative acts taken to ascertain, or explain the potential link between this theory of the murder and Giolias’
journalistic activities. This section is based on the case files of the official investigation, which indicate that in
subsequentinvestigative phases, the police did not pursue alternative theories or unearth new sources of evidence.

The letter from the Sect, delivered on 27 July 2010, is the first piece of evidence that points at the involvement of
the Sect. As described in the preceding chapter, this letter was delivered much later, and in a different format, than
those published after the previous attacks carried out by the Sect. Neither public police statements, nor the case
files viewed as part of this investigation, provide an explanation, or indicate there was a search for an explanation,
for this difference in M.O. According to news reports, the police also conducted its own graphological analysis and
confirmed the inconsistencies in the letter,'®® but this lead does not seem to have resulted in new findings about
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the attribution of the crime. The second piece of evidence, i.e. the forensic report linking the bullets to weapons
previously used by the Sect, also originates from the days immediately following the murder. The report became
available within 10 hours of the murder, as the police announced at 153:30pm that it had found an exact match

between the bullet casings found at the crime scene and specific weapons used previously by the Sect.**”

In March 2014, weekly publication, Proto Thema, reported that Greek police had reopened the investigation into
Giolias’ murder, following the new ‘leads’ highlighted by Hot Doc.**® The two leads mentioned were the confession
by the suspect in the Ayia Napa-case in Cyprus and also a new statement that the police obtained from Giolias’
widow Adamantia, afterithad become known this statement had not been taken in the first three years following
the murder.'*® The police finally followed up on the information in Cyprus by interviewing one of the suspects in
his cell. He testified that during their third visit, he was also interrogated about the murder of Sokratis Giolias.!*°

In addition to these interviews, the Anti-Terrorist Unit took statements from additional witnesses about the
murder of Sokratis Giolias between 2014-2016, including Giolias’ former publisher, colleagues and business
contacts.! These efforts did not lead to any arrests or charges for his murder, and the investigation stagnated
again in 2017.142 Moreover, witness testimonies, excavated as part of the investigation by a Safer World, suggest
that the investigative authorities merely attempted to verify news reports concerning the case of the dispute
between Makis Triantafyllopoulos and Sokratis Giolias.**® The depositions reveal that, six years after the murder,
the police still lacked factual information such as details about the exterior of Giolias’ house.’** This information
was crucial, as useful investigative leads could have been derived from the fact that the assailants rang Giolias’
doorbell; it later became clear that Giolias’ name was not on the door.*® Several witnesses testified regarding
communications with police officer and former head of the cyber crime division, Manolis Sfakianakis, confirming
that the latter regularly interacted with Giolias and other media figures like publisher Themos Anastasiadis. In
none of the depositions seen by A Safer World for the Truth, did the police ask questions about this relationship,
nor did they ask follow-up questions when witnesses mentioned the connection between Sfakianakis and Giolias.

The role of police officer Manolis Sfakianakis

The lack of attention to the significant connection between a senior police official and a journalist, prior to the
latter's murder, is part of a pattern repeated throughout the official investigation into the murder. The phone
call between Sfakianakis and Giolias, three days before Giolias’ murder, became public information in 2013
through the Hot Doc-publication. In the article, Sfakianakis was not yet mentioned by name, but described as a
“police officer” who “frequently asked for favors on behalf of business people whose names had been mentioned
on Troktiko"*® Multiple witness depositions in the official case files, viewed for this investigation, confirm that
Giolias and Sfakianakis were in regular communication and that Sfakianakis, on several occasions, offered
Giolias police information about impending raids and other forms of police intelligence.**” Giolias’ brother Pericles

publicly commented that Sfakianakis also offered advice to Giolias to keep the ownership of Troktiko hidden and
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suggested registering an offshore company in Liberia.*® In a follow-up publication in April 2016, Sfakianakis was
publicly identified as the police officer who called Giolias on 16 July.**®

Until February 2016, close to six years after the murder, Sfakianakis remained in his position as Head of the Cyber
Crime Division, having been promoted several times since 2010."%° In 2019, Greece's Supreme Court upheld an
indictment against Sfakianakis for breach of duty. The case focused on Sfakianakis’ interactions with Giolias in
relation to a defamation case against Giolias in February 2010.5%* The court document states that Sfakianakis
“provided him [Sokratis Giolias] with assistance in resolving various technical issues concerning the blog and
beyond” and notes that Sfakianakis had given Giolias “instructions for maintaining his anonymity and handling
citizens’' complaints in relation to his posts, which were often slanderous”.’s? It also cites witness testimony by
Giolias’ brother Perikles about the phone call prior to Giolias’ murder; he stated that Sfakianakis had warned
Giolias to “be careful in the next 15 days”.!® However, the case focused solely on the allegation that Sfakianakis
helped Giolias escape prosecution in a defamation case, and did not discuss the potential role of the phone call in
the events of the day of the murder, 19 July 2010.

Despite the indictment, the case against Sfakianakis was never followed through. On 2 July 2020, the Supreme
Court concluded that the case should be dropped as the legal provisions on which the charges against Sfakianakis
were based had in the interim been removed from the Greek Penal Code.'>* After his dismissal from the police force
in 2016, Sfakianakis founded several organizations and companies, most of which continue to cooperate closely
with police units. One of the non-profits he created is the CSI Institute where he promotes online safety and
regularly provides training to police units.'*® His most recent commercial venture, The Crime Lab, offers forensic
services to private customers and lists collaboration with police units.’®® Sfakianakis also continues to be listed as
“special investigator” for the law firm, Oikonomakis Law, which retains an office in Liberia.'s

Lack of transparency and accountability

While the investigation into the murder of Sokratis Giolias has remained open for more than 13 years, nearly
all information known about the case comes from news reports that have relied on anonymous sources within
the police force and leaked case files. After the initial police statements in the first days following the murder, no
formal updates about the case or the investigation were given by the Anti-Terrorist Unit or the Public Prosecutor
and Ministry of Civic Protection. A year after the murder, Giolias’ father-in-law also commented that the family
had not been kept informed about progress in the case.’®® Similarly, no transparency was provided regarding the
aforementioned allegations of failures to investigate important leads and secure evidence, or the communications
between Sfakianakis and Giolias. The investigation remained with the same police unit, and an independent
evaluation of the investigation has not taken place.

Similarly, while the Supreme Court confirmed it found witness testimony concerning the phone call between
Sfakianakis and Giolias credible, Sfakianakis was not prosecuted for this and the case files do not provide any

indication of an investigation into this. This is not only an omission regarding an important lead about the
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murder; if Sokratis indeed opened the door to assailants dressed as police officers because he expected a raid,
it would be pivotal to verifying whether Sfakianakis’ timing was purely coincidental or known by the assailants.
Furthermore, it also represents a lack of accountability for the inappropriate relationship between police and

media that it showcases.

When no updates are provided about the course of the investigation, either in formal messages to the family
or through updates to the general public, it becomes impossible to hold authorities to account for a failure to
investigate. Moreover, it sends the message that no steps are taken to pursue those who kill journalists, thereby
increasing the risk of a silencing effect on other journalists and media outlets.'*® The lack of transparency is
also at odds with Greece's legal commitments at the European level, such as those flowing from the European
Convention of Human Rights.'*® While secrecy laws do apply to police investigations, particularly in cases labeled
as counter-terrorism investigations, according to their obligations under art. 2 of the Convention, police do have to
allow a degree of public scrutiny over the investigation. As the European Court of Human Rights has confirmed in
several cases, in addition to immediate relatives of the victims, the public must also be informed to such an extent
that it can hold authorities to account in cases of misconduct or failure to investigate.*® The importance of this
duty to cases of murders of journalists is also underlined in the 2021 European Commission’'s Recommendation
on Safety of Journalists.'®?
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Conclusion and Recommendations

Journalist Sokratis Giolias was murdered on 19 July 2010. Thirteen years later, his killers remain free and time
to pursue them is running out. Together with the impunity for the more recent murder of Giorgios Karaivaz, the
impunity for Giolias’ murder continues to impact press freedom in Greece. Failure to pursue his killers marks a
failure to commit to the protection of journalists. To demonstrate this impact and call for renewed investigations
and accountability, A Safer World for the Truth conducted its own investigation into the official investigation of

Giolias’ murder.

Based onwitness interviews, access to case files and analysis of public sources, we conclude that the investigation
was hampered by crucial omissions, excessive delays, and a lack of transparency. The impact on public trustin the
judiciary and press freedom was exacerbated by the lack of accountability when media reported on the failures of
the investigative authorities. The fact that these issues, particularly the delay in arresting suspects despite the
availability of evidence, and the lack of attention for the perpetrators who ordered the murder, persist in the case
of Giorgios Karaivaz, underline the continued need for reforms.

Overall, the findings regarding the investigation demonstrate a lack of prioritization and urgency. The Greek
authorities responsible for the investigation, the Ministry of Citizen Protection and the Public Prosecutor, did not
publicly acknowledge the significance of resolving murders of journalists. Nor have they committed to realizing
an adequate, impartial and independent and transparent investigation. Giolias’ case proved to be symbolic, as
is shown by other cases such as the unsolved murder of journalist Giorgios Karaivaz in 2021. The continuing

impunity in both cases is a signal that it is still possible to get away with murdering a journalist in Greece.

Recommendations

To bring Sokratis Giolias’ killers tojustice, and stop impunity for similar murders in the future, A Safer World
for the Truth recommends the following:

To the Prosecutor of the Supreme Court of Greece:

» Transferandrenewthe investigation into the murder of Sokratis Giolias without delay, in order to pursue
justice before the case expires in 2030. The investigation must be adequate, impartial and prompt, and
must take into account all available evidence.

-» Requestinvestigative assistance from Europol to ensure an adequate, prompt and independent
reinvestigation into the murder of Sokratis Giolias.

-» Commission an independent evaluation of the past investigations of murders of journalists, notably
Sokratis Giolias and Giorgios Karaivaz, to critically review specific failures to investigate and any
indications of obstruction to the investigation. Such a review should also take into consideration the close
ties between police officers, media and business interests, highlighted by this case.

To the Ministry of Citizen Protection:

- Improve access to information concerning criminal investigations, for the relatives of murdered journalists
and their legal representatives, and also the general public. Provide clarity about the status of all open
investigations into murders and serious attacks on journalists and recognize the impact impunity for these
cases has on the public faith in the judicial system and the right to access to information for Greek citizens.



-» Develop a Criminal Investigation Procedure for crimes against journalists, to reduce impunity and
promote specialized knowledge about these crimes across police units. This Criminal Investigations
Procedure must be developed in accordance with international standards for effective investigations, such
as those specified in the Minnesota Protocol'®® and the Guidelines for prosecutors in cases of crimes against
journalists.’®* Developing a criminal Investigation Procedure for crimes againstjournalists, will help increase

the effectiveness of this process.

To the European Commission:

>  Monitor the implementation of these recommendations by the Greek government and track cases of
impunity for crimes against journalists, and policies for tackling this impunity. as part of the Rule of Law-
report composed for each Member State of the European Union and the monitoring of the implementation
of the 2021 Recommendation on the safety of journalists. Continue the dialogue with the Greek government
on this theme, and stimulate cooperation among Member States to address impunity for crimes against

journalists in Europe.
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